Reach

We value your privacy

We and our partners store and/or access information on a device, such as cookies and process personal data, such as unique identifiers and standard information sent by a device for personalised advertising and
content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services development.With your permission we and our partners may use precise geolocation data and identification through device scanning.
You may click to consent to our and our 1468 partners’ processing as described above. Alternatively you may click to refuse to consent or access more detailed information and change your preferences before
consenting. Please note that some processing of your personal data may not require your consent, but you have a right to object to such processing.Your preferences will apply to this website only and will be stored

in Browser Cookies for 13 months. You can change your preferences or withdraw your consent at any time by returning to this site and clicking the "Privacy" button at the bottom of the webpage.

MORE OPTIONS

© lan Bell owns a green van which has been a mystery to residents in Montgomery Way, off West Derby
Road in Liverpool, for years (Image: Liverpool ECHO)

One couple who spoke to the ECHO said they had thought at one point it might have been a
burger van. They said: "We've no idea what it's for. Maybe something to do with energy? | did
think it might be a breakfast or a burger van, but no, so | couldn't tell you [what it is used for].”

However, the 'mystery' of the green van 'landmark' has now been solved. The van belongs to lan
Bell, an ex-serviceman and dog lover.

He has three dogs, Lottie, a white West Highland terrier, and westipoos Lola and Lexie, and is
hoping to turn his love of dogs into a career as a mobile dog groomer, using his green van.

lan, who has lived in Montgomery Way for around 10 years, told us the story behind his van and in
particular the solar panels on the roof. He said: "The van is an ex-college campus van from down
south and it had that many faults with it they just decided to sell it off and scrap it.

© Inside lan Bell's van (Image: Liverpool ECHO)

“So, it came on the market, and | came across it. I've learnt to rebuild wind-turbines which I've
now done, and it's got one built in. | also sorted all the electrics on the solar panels.”

lan said the van has 150W solar panels on its roof which he is hoping to upgrade in the future to
450W panels and inside his 'dog grooming' business idea is in full swing.

A dog bath and grooming table are set up inside as well as a generator which will power it all
once the business, which lan has called Dog Wizard is up and running.

© lan Bell owns a green van which has been a mystery to residents in Montgomery Way, off West Derby
Road in Liverpool, for years (Image: Liverpool ECHO)

lan added: “I put myself onto a course with a lady called Claire Hyde down in south Wales. I've
completed all that to learn all my skills to be a dog groomer, and now I've just got to get myself
all sorted."
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However as to when the van may actually be 'open for business' as a dog groomers, lan said: "l've
stopped putting a deadline on things. I'm not very time-aware, but it's just a case of keep going,
keep trying and never giving up.”
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